CHAPTER II
THE KINDERGARTEN
THE kindergarten (children's garden) is an insti-
tution intended for the benefit of children between
3 and 6 years of age, and aims at providing a
sound foundation for regular school work. It
trains the senses of the child and develops self-
activity, self-expression and social co-operation
through his natural instincts of play. Froebel
(1782-1852), the founder of this system, invented
a series of play-things and gifts so designed and
arranged as to train the child systematically in the
fundamental sense impressions. It is now realised
that what is important is not so much the'gifts
themselves as the ends which they are intended
to serve, viz. the gradual development of the im-
pulses that have an educational value, especially
the impulses to express and create. Accordingly,
with the advance which Child Psychology has
made in modern times, many new gifts and games
have been added to those which were in use in
Froebel1 s days. Moreover, pre-school education
in Europe has been considerably influenced in
recent years by the methods recommended by Dr.
Montessori, especially by the principle of freedom
of the child, on which she lays so much stress-
Nevertheless, the Froebelian doctrines still hold
sway in the German kindergartens, though an